
Aflasafe protects your maize and
groundnuts from this deadly poison
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A natural product that 
reduces aflatoxin in maize 
and groundnuts. It's about 
your health and wealth: 
Aflasafe protects you, your 
family and community 
through aflatoxin-safe 
food. Aflasafe also means 
more profits when your 
produce meets local food-
industry as well as 
international aflatoxin 
standards.

Aflasafe is mainly roasted 
sterile sorghum (99.7% of 
the product), coated with 
four atoxigenic (ie, non-
poison-producing) types of 

Aspergillus flavus native to 
The Gambia and Senegal. To 
avoid confusion with regular 
sorghum, Aflasafe is dyed 
blue using food colour.

Aflasafe was developed by the 
International Institute of 
Tropical Agriculture (IITA) in 
collaboration with the United 
States Department of 
Agriculture – Agricultural 
Research Service, The Gambia 
Groundnut Corporation, 
National Agricultural Research 
Institute of The Gambia and 
the Crop Protection Division of 
The Gambia.

A natural poison from 
some types of the 
Aspergillus fungus, 
primarily Aspergillus 
flavus. This fungus is 
found in soil and dead or 
decaying plants. It infects 
crops from flowering until 
maturity. Maize and 
groundnuts are 
particularly susceptible. 
You cannot see, smell or 
taste aflatoxin. Yet both 
people and animals are 

very sensitive to aflatoxin, 
however minute. But as 
mentioned above, nature 
also provides non-toxic 
types of Aspergillus 
flavus. When Aflasafe is 
applied correctly, these 
friendly types push out the 
poison producers. And 
that is how Aflasafe works. 
A natural product working 
with nature to protect our 
food.

Aflasafe is very easy to use, as you will see from the instructions that follow.

What is aflatoxin?

What is Aflasafe, and why should I use it?

Cover Photos     Moussa Ba is an Aflasafe-using groundnut farmer from Chahmen Niani Ja in The 
Gambia's Central River Region North,  pictured here in September 2014. Photos  IITA,  main: L 
Senghor; inset: A Ortega-Beltrán



Instructions
1.   Use only as directed.
2.   Follow standard agronomic 

practices recommended in 
your area to grow your 
crop.

3.   Before applying Aflasafe, 
your fields should be 
weeded and ridged, 
fertilizer applied and, all 
other cultural practices 
carried out to avoid 
stepping on the product 
after application.

4.   DO NOT CARRY OUT ANY 
OPERATION THAT WILL 
BURY Aflasafe UNDER 
THE SOIL after application. 
Ensure that Aflasafe stays 
on the soil surface.

5.   Measure the area of the 
field where the product will 
be applied.

6.   For maize, broadcast 
Aflasafe by hand when the 
crop is waist-high, which is 
2 to 3 weeks before 
flowering, at the rate of 10 
kilos per hectare.

7.   For groundnuts, 
broadcast Aflasafe 30–35 
days after planting, which 
is about 2 to 3 weeks 
before flowering, by side-
dressing along the rows on 
the soil surface at the rate 
of 10 kilos per hectare.

8.   Ensure that Aflasafe is 
distributed uniformly in the 

field during application.
9.   As far as possible, apply 

Aflasafe after rains, when 
rains are forecasted or 
when the soil is wet. When 
there is adequate moisture 
in the soil, the atoxigenic 
strains grow rapidly on the 
sorghum, which serves as 
both their carrier and food.

10. Do not worry if ants carry 
the Aflasafe grains into 
their nests. They bring 
back the grains on the soil 
surface after 1 to 3 days. 
This does not in any way 
compromise Aflasafe's 
quality or effectiveness.

11. Aflasafe does not harm 
chickens, guinea fowls, 
birds, or wildlife, which 
may sometimes pick up 
Aflasafe grains. Neither 
does this affect Aflasafe's 
effectiveness.

12. Five to seven days after 
applying Aflasafe, visit the 
field and observe 
Aflasafe's colour. A 
greenish growth should be 
visible on some or all of it if 
soil moisture is adequate. 
If there is no greenish 
growth, return to the field 
after 3 to 5 days and 
check again.

13. Follow good harvest and 
postharvest practices.



To order Aflasafe to treat your crops, or to buy Aflasafe-treated crops, contact BAMTAARE Groupe/SODEFITEX: SMS: +221 
77 947 45 26; E-mail: goule.gueye@sodefitex.sn or IITA's Business Incubation Platform represented by Dr Lamine Senghor: 
SMS: +221 77 108 02 29; Email L.Senghor@cgiar.org

Dos and don’ts

www.aflasafe.com

.

http://www.aflasafe.com
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